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First Consul, now bent on an invasion of England, to further, if
possible, another Irish rising. They were, however, unable to
agree in a common design; the fatal discords of Irishmen kept
them apart; and Napoleon, who throughout his whole career
detested rebellious, and even popular movements, regarded
them, we have seen, with distrust and contempt1. He treated
them as he treated Italians and Poles who sought to make him
a champion of a " national cause " and appealed to him in the
name of " national liberty." He flattered them with fair words
and promises; made some officers of an "Irish Legion/'
partly formed of the emigrants of 1798, and partly, perhaps,
of veterans of the old Irish Brigade; he enrolled this force in
the ranks of the " Army of England "; he kept it as near the
Irish coasts as possible; and though, unlike Hoche and the
French Directory, he never had Irish independence in view, or
thought of making Ireland a principal point of attack, a
"diversion," in this direction, he believed worth trying, and in
one of his many projects for a descent on England a secondary
descent on Ireland has a place. Napoleon, in a word, made
Ireland a mere pawn in his game; and when Trafalgar had
put an end to all hope of striking England at the heart, the
" Irish Legion" followed the fortunes of the Grand Army, a
small fraction of the gigantic military power of France. The
conspiracy, however, which had been formed again, and the
presence of an Irish armed force on the French seaboard,
unhappily led to another attempt at Irish rebellion, which,,
though contemptible in its results, might have been more
disastrous than has been commonly supposed. Robert Em-
mett, a young enthusiast of 1798, had interviews with the
United Irishmen in France, and, it has been said, with the
First Consul; he resolved to embark on the desperate enter-
prise of assailing, once more, British power in Ireland. His
plan was the old one of seizing the Castle, and of summoning
1 Sec Chapter I. note, ante, p. 20,